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BATH CONGRESS } SENATE { Rerorr 
2d Session No. 2279 


TRANSFERRING SIX HUNDRED ACRES OF PUBLIC 
DOMAIN TO THE KANOSH BAND OF INDIANS, UTAH 


June 21 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Watkins, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 9828) 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 9828) to transfer 600 acres of public domain 
to the Kanosh Band of Indians, Utah, having considered the same, 


report favorably thereon without amendment and with the 
recommendation that the bill do pass. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The purpose of H. R. 9828 is to transfer to the Kanosh Band of the 
Paiute Indian Tribe in Utah 600 acres of public domain within 
the exterior boundaries of the Kanosh Reservation. 

The act of September 1, 1954' (68 Stat. 1099), provides for the 
termination of Federal supervision and control of the Kanosh Indians 
by September 1, 1956. Under the termination act, title to the reserva- 
tion lands is transferred to the Indians. However, it has now been 
determined that the 600-acre block which this bill would transfer has 
never been conveyed to the Indians, although the land has been 
used by the Indians for many years and was thought to be tribal land. 

The land holdings of the Kanosh Band are meager, and the 600 
acres of public domain are almost entirely surrounded by tribal and 
allotted lands. The enactment of this bill will place the Indians in 
å more favorable position to carry out their responsibilities under the 
terminal legislation and will avoid the creation of an unnecessary 
trespass problem for the community in which the Indians live. 
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2 TRANSFERRING LAND TO KANOSH INDIANS, UTAH 


The reports of the Department of the Interior and the Bureau 
of the Budget recommending the enactment of S. 3385, a companion 
bill to H. R. 9828, are as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., March 30, 1956. 
Hon. James E. Murray, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator Murray: Your committee has requested a 
report on S. 3385, a bill to transfer 600 acres of public domain to the 
Kanosh Band of Indians, Utah. 

We recommend that the bill be enacted. 

The bill transfers to the Kanosh Band of the Paiute Indian Tribe 
in Utah 600 acres of public domain which are inside the boundaries 
of the Kanosh Reservation and are almost entirely surrounded by the 
tribal and allotted lands of the Indians. The land has been used 
by the Indians for many years. The Indian-owned lands are meager 
(1,840 acres allotted and 5,890 acres tribal for a total membership of 
42 persons), and the Indians would be seriously handicapped if they 
were deprived of the public domain within the reservation which they 
have been using. If the public domain were allowed to go into 
non-Indian use, serious trespass problems would arise because there 
are no fences between the Indian lands and the public domain, and 
>e — of fences would decrease the value of both categories 
of land. 

All Federal supervision over the affairs of the Kanosh Indians will 
be terminated by September 1, 1956, in accordance with the provisions 
of the act of September 1, 1954 (68 Stat. 1099). The enactment of 


the bill will place the Indians in a more favorable position to carry 
out their responsibilities under the terminal legislation and will 
avoid the creation of an unnecessary problem for the community 
in which the Indians live. 
The Bureau of the Budget has advised us that there is no objection 
to the submission of this report. 
Sincerely yours, 


Westey A. D’Ewarrt, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, 
Washington, D. C., March 22, 1956. 
Hon. James E. Murray, 


Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Cuarrman: This will refer to your request for the 
views of this Bureau concerning S. 3385, to transfer 600 acres of 
public domain to the Kanosh Band of Indians, Utah. 

The legislation has been proposed by the Department of the Interior 
as a step toward terminating Federal supervision of the Kanosh 
Indians as authorized by the act of September 1, 1954. Approximately 
600 acres of public domain land within the exterior kousi of the 
Kanosh Reservation would be transferred to the tribe. 
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For many years the land in question, which is almost entirely 
surrounded by tribal land, has been used by the Indians principally 
for grazing. 

Enactment of the bill is recommended. 

Sincerely yours, 
RosBERT E. MERRIAM, 
Assistant to the Director. 
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Calendar No. 2304 


SATH CONGRESS } SENATE j REPORT 
2d Session No. 2280 


CHANGE IN PROCEDURE FOR HOMESTEADERS SETTLING 
ON UNSURVEYED LAND IN ALASKA 


June 21, 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Murray, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 3665] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 3665) to allow a homesteader settling on unsurveyed 
public lands in Alaska to make single final proof prior to survey of 
the lands, having considered the same, report favorably thereon with 
amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

Insert the word “may” after ‘“‘entryman”’ on line 5, page 1. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


At present, homestead settlers on unsurveyed public lands in Alaska 
are required to submit proof of residence, cultivation, and improve- 
ments within 5 years after the date of filing notice of settlement claim 
to qualify for a free survey. ‘To obtain patent or title to the land, the 
settler is required to file final proof showing the same facts after 
oar of the survey (48 U.S. C. 371c, 375). 

, ; "HE, ‘ i 

The bill would make it clear that a settler need only file a single 


proof of compliance with the basic requirements of the homestead 
law to qualify for a free survey and to acquire patent for the land. 
This would eliminate the additional time and unnecessary expense 
which is now caused by the processing of two sets of papers which 
duplicate each other. 


AMENDMENT 


The amendment merely provides for the insertion of a word omitted 
when the bill was printed. 
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2  HOMESTEADERS SETTLING ON UNSURVEYED LAND IN ALASKA 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION 


Set forth below is the communication received from the Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior requesting the introduction of this measure. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., April 2, 1956. 
Hon. Ricwarp M. Nrxon, 
President of the Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Presipent: Enclosed is a draft of a proposed bill 
to allow a homesteader settling on unsurveyed public land in Alaska 
to make single final proof prior to survey of the lands. 

I suggest that the proposed bill be referred to the appropriate 
committee for consideration, and I recommend that it be enacted. 

The proposed bill would make it clear that homestead settlers on 
unsurveyed public lands in Alaska need only file a single proof of 
compliance with the residence, cultivation, and improvement require- 
ments of the homestead law to qualify for a free survey of their land 
and to acquire a patent for the land. 

Section 2 of the act of July 8, 1916 (48 U.S. C., sec. 375), as added 
by the act of June 28, 1918 (40 Stat. 633), now provides for a prelimi- 
nary showing of such compliance duly corroborated by two wit- 
nesses to qualify for a free survey, and a final proof showing of the 
same facts after survey. Section 4 of the act of April 29, 1950 (48 
U. S. C., sec. 371c), which requires settlers to submit proof of resi- 
dence, cultivation, and improvements within 5 years after the date 
of filing notice of the settlement claim, alse provides for the filing of 
final proof after the completion of the survey. 

These requirements waste time and cause unnecessary expense to 
public-land claimants and to the Government in processing two sets of 
papers which duplicate each other. Under the proposed bil only one 

roof of compliance with the basic requirements of the homestead 
aw would be necessary. The Secretary could provide by regulation 
for any additional showing that may be necessary as to the home- 
steader’s qualifications or his acceptance of the survey description of 
his lands. Instructions for the survey of the land would be issued 
within one year after the filing of homestead proof. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection 
to the presentation of this proposed legislation to the Congress. 

Sincerely yours, 
Westry A. D’Ewart, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


A BILL To allow à homesteader settling on unsurveyed public land 
in Alaska to make single final proof prior to survey of the lands 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
section 2 of the Act of July 8, 1916, as amended (48 U.S. C., 
sec. 375), is further amended to read as follows: 

“Suc. 2. The entryman may, after due compliance with 
the terms of the homestead laws, file his final homestead 

roof in accordance with applicable regulations of the 
Bonua of the Interior regardless of whether or not the 
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system of public surveys has been extended over the land 
included in a homestead entry. The Secretary of the 
Interior shall, within one year after the filing of such proof, 
issue proper instructions for the survey of the land so 
entered, without expense to the entryman, and if the entry- 
man has complied with the requirements of the homestead 
law and applicable regulations a patent based on such survey 
shall be issued. Nothing in this section however shall prevent 
the homesteader from securing earlier action on his entry 
and proof by a special survey at his own expense, if he so 
elects.” 

Sec. 2. Section 4 of the Act of April 29, 1950 (48 U. S. C., 
sec. 371c) is amended to read as follows: 

“‘A homestead settler on unsurveyed public lands shall make 
final or commutation homestead proof within five years from 
the date of the filing of notice of the settlement claim in 
the district land office, as a basis for a free survey under 
section 2 of the Act of July 8, 1916, as amended (48 U.S. C., 
sec. 375) in accordance with regulations of the Secretary of 
the Interior.” 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule X XIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, S. 3665, 
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be repealed 
is enclosed in black brackets): 


SECTION 2 OF THE Act or Jury 8, 1916, As AMENDED (39 SrarT. 352; 
48 U. S. C. 375) 


That every person who is qualified urder existing laws to make 
homestead entry of the public lands of the United States who has 
settled upon or who shall hereafter settle upon any of the public lands 
of the United States situated in the District of Alaska, whether sur- 
veyed or unsurveyed, with the intention of claiming the same under 
the homestead laws, shall, subject to the provisions and limitations of 
the Act approved March third, nineteen hundred and three, chapter 
one thousand and two, United States Statutes at Large, page one 
thousand and twenty-eight, be entitled to enter one hundred and sixty 
acres or a less quantity of unappropriated public land in said District 
of Alaska, and no more, and a former homestead entry in any other 
State or Territory shall not be a bar to a homestead entry in Alaska: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to limit or 
curtail the area of any homestead claim heretofore lawfully initiated. 

Sec. 2. [If the system of public surveys has not been extended 
over the land included in a Kasaean entry, the entryman may, 
after due compliance with the terms of the homestead law in the 
matter of residence, cultivation, and improvement, submit to such 
officer as the Secretary of the Interior may designate a showing as to 
such compliance, duly corroborated by two witnesses, and if such 
evidence satisfactorily. shows that the homesteader is in a position 
to submit acceptable final proof, such officer as the Secretary of the 
Interior may designate will be so advised and will, not later than the 
next. succeeding surveying season, issue proper instructions for the 
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survey of the land so entered, without expense to the entryman, who 
may thereafter submit final proof as in similar entries of surveyed 
lands. So far as practicable, such survey shall follow the general 
system of public-land surveys, and the entryman shall conform his 
boundaries thereto: Provided, That nothing herein shall prevent the 
homesteader from securing earlier action on his entry by a special 
survey at his own expense, if he so elects.] The entryman may, after 
due compliance with the terms of the homestead laws, file his final home- 
stead proof in accordance with applicable regulations of the Secretary of 
the Interior regardless of whether or not the system of publie surveys has 
been extended over the land included in a homestead entry. The Secretary 
of the Interior shall, within one year after the filing of such proof, issue 
proper instructions for the survey of the land so entered, without expense 
to the entryman, and if the entryman has complied with the requirements 
of the homestead law and applicable regulations a patent based on such 
survey shall be issued. Nothing in this section however shall present the 
homesteader from securing earlier action on his entry and proof by a 
special survey at his own expense, if he so elecs. 

Sec. 3. That there shall be excepted from homestead settlement and 
entry under this Act the lands in Annette and Pribilof Islands, the 
islands leased or occupied for the propagation of foxes, and such other 
lands as have been, or may be, reserved or withdrawn from settlement 
or entry. 


Section 4 or toe Act or Aprit 29, 1950 (48 U. S. C. 3710) 


That the part of the Act of March 3, 1903 (32 Stat. 1028, 48 U. 
S. C., see. 371), which reads: “that the record of said location shall, 


within ninety days from the date of settlement, be filed for record in 
the recording district in which the land is situated. Said record shall 
contain the name of the settler, the date of the settlement, and such 
a description of the land settled upon, by reference to some natural 
object or permanent monument, as will identify the same; and, if 
after the expiration of the said period of five years or at such date as 
the settler may desire to commute the public surveys of the United 
States have not been extended over the land located, a patent shall 
nevertheless issue for the land included within the boundaries of said 
location as thus recorded, upon proof to be submitted to the register 
and receiver of the proper land office, upon proof that he is a citizen of 
the United States, and upon the further proof required by section 
twenty-two hundred and ninety-one of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States as heretofore and herein amended, and under the pro- 
cedure in the obtaining of patents to the unsurveyed lands of the 
United States, as provided for by section ten of the Act hereby 
amended, and under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Interior as hereinbefore provided, without 
the payment of any purchase price or other charges, except the 
ordinary office fees and commissions of the register and receiver 
except one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre on land commuted:” 
is hereby amended to read as follows: “that within ninety days from 
the date of settlement on surveyed or unsurveyed lands a notice shall 
be filed by or on behalf of the settler for record in the United States 
land office for the district in which the land is situated. Said notice 
shall contain the name of the settler and the date of the settlement, 
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and such a description of the land settled upon, if surveyed, b 
legal subdivision, section, township, and range, or, if unsurveyed, 
by reference to some natural object or permanent monument and by 
a statement if desired, of the approximate latitude and longitude 
determined from a map of Alaska, as will identify the land; and, if 
after the expiration of the period of three years, or at such date as 
the settler may desire to commute, the public surveys of the United 
States have not been extended over the land located, a patent shall 
nevertheless issue for the land included within the boundaries of said 
location as thus recorded, upon proof to be submitted to the manager 
of the proper land office that the settler is a citizen of the United 
States, and upon the further proof required by section twenty-two 
hundred and ninety-one of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
as heretofore and herein amended, and under the procedure in the 
obtaining of patents to the unsurveyed lands of the United States, 
as provided for by section ten of the Act hereby amended, and under 
such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Interior as hereinbefore provided without the payment of any 
purchase price or other charges, except the ordinary office fees and 
commissions, and except one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre on 
the land commuted:”’. 

Sec. 2. Any person who at the effective date of this Act is main- 
taining a settlement claim on surveyed or unsurveyed public land in 
Alaska shall file notice of the location of his settlement claim in the 
United States land office for the district in which the land is situated, 
(a) within ninety days from the effective date of this Act, if notice 
of the location has not heretofore been filed in the recording district 
in which the land is situated, or (b) within two years from the effective 
date of this Act, if notice of the location has heretofore been filed in 
such recording district. 

Sec. 3. Unless notice of a settlement claim is filed in the proper 
district land office within the time prescribed by sections 1 and 2 of 
this Act, the claimant, in making homestead proof or submitting a 
showing of residence, cultivation and improvements as a basis for a 
free survey, shall not be given credit for such residence and cultiva- 
tion as may have taken place prior to the filing of (a) a notice of the 
claim in the proper district land office, (b) a petition for survey, or 
(c) an application for homestead entry, whichever is the earlier. 

Sec. 4. A homestead settler on unsurveyed public lands shall make 
[proof of residence, cultivation, and improvements] final or commu- 
tation homestead proof within five years from the date of the filing of 
notice of the settlement claim in the district land office, as a basis for 
a free survey under section 2 of the Act of July 8, 1916 [(39 Stat. 352, 
48 U. S. C., 375) and thereafter shall submit final or commutation 
proof], as amended (48 U. S. C. 375) in accordance with regulations 
of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Sec. 5. All qualified persons, associations, or corporations now 
holding or hereafter initiating claims subject to the provisions of 
section 10, Act of May 14, 1898 (30 Stat. 413, 48 U.S. C., sec. 461), as 
amended, shall file a notice describing such claim in the manner 
a by section 1 of this Act in the United States land office for 
the district in which the land is situated within ninety days from the 
effective date of this Act or within ninety days from the date of the 
initiation of the claim, whichever is later. Unless such notice is filed 
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in the proper district land office within the time prescribed the claimant 
shall not be iven credit for the occupancy maintained in the claim 
rior to the fling of (1) a notice of the claim in the proper district 
and office, or (2) an application to purchase, whichever is earlier. 
Application to purchase claims, along with the required proof or 
showing, must be filed within five years after the filing of the notice 
of claim under this section. 
O 
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84rH CoNGRESS l SENATE f REPORT 
2d Session l No. 2281 


AUTHORIZING CERTAIN EASEMENTS TO THE TOWN OF 
CHINCOTEAGUE, VA. 


June 21,—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Stennis, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


{To accompany H. R. 2552] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 8552) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to grant to the 
town of Chincoteague, Va., permanent easements on certain lands for 
the purpose of taking subterranean water, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
grant to the town of Chincoteague, Va., permanent easements over 
certain land under the control of the Department of the Navy in 
order to enable the town to take, on a permanent basis, subterranean 
water. The land involved constitutes a portion of the naval air 
station and the naval ordnance test station, Chincoteague, Va. 


BACKGROUND OF THE BILL 


The town of Chincoteague is situated on Chincoteague Island, which 
is an inland island lying between the mainland of Accomack County 
and Assateague Island. Prior to the establishment of the naval air 
station, the town purchased a parcel of land on the mainiand of 
Accomack County and installed wells and pumps to pipe water to the 
town. The establishment of the naval air station has involved a 
Federal crows teed of land which has made it impossible to obtain the 
contemplatec 
this water can be obtained, except at prohibitive cost, is from the 
area now occupied by the naval air station. 
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supply of drinking water. The only place from which 
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2 AUTHORIZING EASEMENTS TO TOWN OF CHINCOTEAGUE, VA, 


NAVY ACTION 


Recognizing the needs of the town for water, the Department of 
the Navy granted revocable permits to the town of Chincoteague. 
These permits have been issued on the condition that the town would 
seek enactment of legislation which would authorize the Secretary 
of the Navy to grant a permanent easement. This bill represents 
the fulfillment of this condition. 


SITUATION TODAY 


The town of Chincoteague under the existing revocable permit is 
drawing water from 24 active wells. These wells are the sand point 
type located 30 feet apart and have a drawdown of 10 feet with a full 
recovery time of 30 minutes. Twenty-three of these wells are 60 
feet deep and one is 230 feet deep. Water withdrawal is at the rate 
of 145 gallons per minute maximum with present consumption of 
160,000 gallons per day. ‘The existing requirement of the town of 
Conicoteague is estimated to be 250,000 gallons per day to provide 
required service for a population of approximately 5,000 people during 
the summer. Fifty percent of the existing town services are metered. 

The present withdrawal ‘area is located approximately 3,500 feet 
northeast of the closest active Navy well. This distance will be 
reduced to approximately 3,000 feet under the proposed lease. The 
town of Chincoteague proposes to install 8 additional sand point 
wells 60 feet deep located approximately 200 feet apart. In preparing 
the recommended outlease, consideration was given to the direction 
of flow, the source and any foreseeable future Navy requirements 
for withdrawals from the ground water table. 


GEOLOGICAL STUDIES 


According to geological studies and local observations, ground 
water flow is from the northwest at a flow rate of 2 feet per minute 
discharging into the marsh areas. All Navy wells are located west 
of the proposed outlease and the proposed development area for 
additional Navy water supply lies to the southwest of the proposed 
outlease. Moreover, ground water flows are tapped by the Navy 
wells prior to the flow reaching the area requested by the town of 
Chincoteague so that in case ‘of excessive dentine on the ground 
water supply the town of Chincoteague withdrawals could not 
adversely affect the Navy supply. 

A continuous record of water table elevations has been maintained 
at this station since 1948 which is varied from a maximum elevation 
of 10.0 feet in 1949 to a minimum elevation of 4.6 feet in June 1951. 
The current water table has an elevation of 6.9 feet and has maintained 
this elevation with a variation of plus six-tenths and minus 1 foot since 
March 1953. 

TERMS OF EASEMENT 


It will be noted that the easements granted shall be subject to such 
terms and conditions as the Secretary of the Navy deems necessary to 
protect the interests of the United States. 
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FISCAL DATA 


Enactment of this measure into law will not involve the expenditure 


of any Federal funds. 
DEPARTMENTAL DATA 


Neither the Department of the Navy nor the Bureau of the Budget 
has any objection to the enactment of this measure into law as is 
evidenced by the letter dated April 27, 1956, from the Acting Judge 
Advocate General of the Navy which is set out below and made a part 
of this report. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
OFFICE OF THE JuDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., April 27, 1956. 
Hon. Cart VINSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear MR. CHAIRMAN: Your request for comment on H. R. 
8552, a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to grant to the 
town of Chincoteague, Va., permanent easements on certain lands 
for the purpose of taking subterranean water, has been assigned to 
this Department by the Secretary of Defense for the preparation of a 
report expressing the views of the Department of Defense. 

The purpose of this bill is to grant permanent easements over 
certain land under the control of the Department of the Navy, to the 
town of Chincoteague, Va., for the purpose of taking subterranean 
water. The land in question is the naval air station and the naval 
ordnance test station, Chincoteague, Va. 

The Secretary of the Navy does not have the statutory authority 
to grant a permanent easement over this land but he has authorized 
the cognizant bureaus of the Navy to grant revocable permits to the 
town of Chincoteague. The permits have been issued to relieve a 
water shortage in the town and they have been issued on the condition 
that the town seek the enactment of enabling legislation which will 
authorize the Secretary of the Navy to grant a permanent easement. 

The bill provides that the easements shall be subject to such terms 
and conditions as the Secretary of the Navy deems necessary to 
protect the interests of the United States. 

In view of the foregoing, the Department of the Navy, on behalf 
of the Department of Defense, interposes no objection to the enact- 
ment of H. R. 8552. 

This report has been coordinated within the Department of Defense 
in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

The Department of the Navy has been advised by the Bureau of 
the Budget that there is no objection to the submission of this report 
on H. R. 8552 to the Congress. 

For the Secretary of the Navy. 

Sincerely yours, 
W. R. SHEELEY, 
Rear Admiral, USN, 
Acting Judge Advocate General of the Navy. 
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84ra CONGRESS } SENATE { Report 
2d Session No. 2282 


ALLOWING THE USE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY IN VOLUSIA 
COUNTY, FLA., FOR CIVIL DEFENSE PURPOSES 


June 21, 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Stennis, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


(To accompany H. R. 5657) 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5657), to allow the use of certain property in Volusia County, 
Fla., for civil-defense purposes without payment of compensation 
to the United States, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of this measure is to allow the Volusia County Civil 
Defense Control Center to use for civil-defense purposes, without 
payment of compensation to the United States, certain real property 
which was conveyed to the board of public instruction of Volusia 
County by the War Assets Administration, on behalf of the United 
States, by deed dated May 14, 1948. 


BACKGROUND OF THE BILL 


The land which is the subject of this bill comprises approximately 
29 acres, together with approximately 55 buildings and utility lines 
located thereon, being a portion of the former Welch Convalescent 
Hospital, a Government-owned facility under War Department control 
during World War II. In 1946 it was found that there was no further 
military requirement for the hospital and the property was reported 
as surplus to the War Assets Administration for disposal pursuant to 
the provisions of the Surplus Property Act of 1944, as amended, with- 
out reservation of any rights or restrictions by the War Department 
on its disposition. 
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2 USE OF PROPERTY IN VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLA., FOR CIVIL DEFENSE 


The War Assets Administration conveyed in 1948 the property 
referenced in this bill to the board of public instruction of. Volusia 
County, Fla., with a provision that the grantee shall not resell, lease, 
or otherwise dispose of the property, or use the property for other than 
educational purposes for a period of 10 years from the date of con- 
veyance, at with the further provision that the United States shall 
have the right to use and occupy the property during a national 
emergency. The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare is 
responsible, under the provisions of section 203 (k) (2) (iii) of the 
Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, 
for granting release from any of the terms, restrictions, and reserva- 
tions contained in this and similar transfers. 

Since the provisions of H. R. 5657 do not affect the right of the 
United States to use the property in the event of a national emergency, 
the enactment of this bill would not affect adversely the interest of 
the Department of Defense. 


FISCAL DATA 


While the Department of the Army states that it has no information 
as to the fiscal effect of the enactment into law of this bill, it would 
appear that it will not involve the expenditure of any Federal funds. 


DEPARTMENTAL DATA 


The Department of the Army, on behalf of the Department of 
Defense, interposes no objection to this bill and the bill is favored by 
the Federal Civil Defense Administration. The Bureau of the Budget 
has advised that it has no objection to the bill. Letters dated Sep- 
tember 21, 1955, and January 12, 1956, from the Administrator, 
Federal Civil Defense Administration, and the Secretary of the 
Army, respectively, are set out below and made a part of this report. 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 
Feperau Civi, Derense ADMINISTRATION, 
OrFicr OF THE ADMINISTRATOR, 
Battle Creek, Mich., September 21, 1955. 
Hon. Cart Vinson, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Cuairman: This is with further reference to your re- 
quest for a report on H. R. 5657, a bill to allow the use of certain prop- 
erty in Volusia County, Fla., for civil-defense purposes without pay- 
ment of compensation to the United States. 

The purpose of the bill is to remove the restriction on use of certain 
property in Volusia County, Fla., recited in the deed of conveyance by 
the United States to the board of public instruction of Volusia County, 
Fla., which prohibits the property being used for other than educa- 
tional purposes. 

The effect of the bill, if passed, would be to permit occupancy and 
use of the property by the Volusia County Office of Civil Defense for 
a civil-defense control center without the payment of rent by the 
Volusia County Office of Civil Defense. In addition, we informally 
understand that a Ground Observer Corps post also will utilize the 


property. 
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We are informally advised that the board of public instruction of 
Volusia County supports and recommends passage of the bill. 

The Federal Civil Defense Administration supports the purposes of 
the bill, and recommends favorable consideration by the committee 
and urges enactment of the proposed legislation into law. 

Advice has been received from the Bureau of the Budget that there 
would be no objection to the submission of this report. 

Sincerely, 
VaL PETERSON. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ÅRMY, 
Washington, D. C., January 12, 1956. 
Hon. CARL VINSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives. 

Drar Mr. Cuarrman: Reference is made to your request for the 
views of the Department of Defense with respect to H. R. 5657, 84th 
Congress, a bill to allow the use of certain property in Volusia County, 
Fla., for civil-defense purposes without payment of compensation to 
the United States. The Secretary of Defense has delegated to the 
Department of the Army the responsibility for expressing the views 
of the Department of Defense thereon. 

The Department of the Army on behalf of the Department of De- 
fense has considered this bill. The purpose of this measure is to allow 
the Volusia County Civil Defense Control Center to use for civil- 
defense purposes, without payment of compensation to the United 
States, certain real property which was conveyed to the board of public 
instruction of Volusia County by the War Assets Administration, on 
behalf of the United States, by deed dated May 14, 1948, recorded 
in book 386, page 27, of the public records of Volusia County, Fla. 

The land which is the subject of this bill comprises approximately 
29 acres, together with approximately 55 buildings and utility lines 
located thereon, being a portion of the former Welch Convalescent 
Hospital, a Government-owned facility under War Department 
control during World War II. In 1946 it was found that there was 
no further military requirement for the hospital and the property was 
reported as surplus to the War Assets Administration for disposal 
pursuant to the provisions of the Surplus Property Act of 1944, as 
amended, without reservation of any rights or restrictions by the 
War Department on its disposition. 

The War Assets Administration conveyed the property referenced 
in H. R. 5657 to the board of public instruction of Volusia County, 
Fla., with the provision that the grantee shall not resell, lease, or other- 
wise dispose of the property, or use the property for other than educa- 
tional purposes for a period of 10 years from the date of conveyance, 
and with the further provision that the United States shall have the 
right to use and occupy the property during a national emergency. 
The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare is responsible, 
under the provisions of section 203 (k) (2) (iii) of the Federal Propart 
and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, for granting 
release from any of the terms, restrictions, and reservations contained 
in this and similar transfers. 
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Since the provisions of H. R. 5657 do not affect the right of the 
United States to use the property in the event of a national emergency, 
the enactment of this bill would not affect adversely the interests 
of the Department of Defense. 

The Department of the Army has no information concerning the 
fiscal effect of the enactment of this measure. 

This report has been coordinated within the Department of Defense 
in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised thai there is no objection to 
the submission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
Wiiser M. Brucker, 
Secretary of the Army. 





Calendar No. 2307 


847TH CoNGRESS } SENATE REPORT 
2d Session No. 2283 


RELEASING RIGHT, TITLE, AND INTEREST OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN CERTAIN LAND, MONTGOMERY, 
W. VA. 


June 21, 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Stennis, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


{To accompany S. 976] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 976) to provide for the release of the right, title, and interest of the 
United States in a certain tract or parcel of land conditionally granted 
by it to the city of Montgomery, W. Va., having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon with an amendment, and recommend thai 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT 


The amendment to the bill is in the nature of substitute language as 
recommended by the Secretary of the Army, in order to better protect 
the interests of the United States Government. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to authorize and direct the Secretary of the 
Army to relinquish restrictions placed on the a concerned, 


when it was previously conveyed to the city of Montgomery, in order 
that the West Virginia National Guard may construct an armory 
thereon. 


PROPERTY TO BE CONVEYED AND BACKGROUND OF THE BILL 


S. 976 is concerned with 8.3 acres of land which was acquired by the 
United States during the period of 1882-88 at a cost of $1,800 for the 
abutment of lock and dam No. 2, Kanawha County, W. Va. Sub- 
sequently, this dam was replaced by a new one located approximately 
2 miles downstream. The property was then conveyed to the town 
of Montgomery, W. Va., with the Government retaining the right to 
overflow the land whenever necessary in the interest of navigation. 
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The West Virginia National Guard has a requirement for a site in 
the vicinity on which to construct a National Guard Armory and the 
acreage described in this bill is considered to be the most ideal location. 
The Department of the Army reports that the requirement which 
resulted in the retention of the right to flood this area has since been 
modified sufficiently to allow the land to be utilized for the purposes 
desired by the National Guard. 











RESERVATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 





Conveyance is to be without consideration and under the condition 
that the property shall be used for National Guard or military pur- 
poses. In the event it is not so used it will revert to the Government. 
In addition, in the event. of a national emergency the Government 
retains the right to recapture the property and any improvements 
constructed thereon. Any release by the Secretary of the Army of 
the existing restrictions and conditions shall be effective only in the 
event the land is conveyed to the State of West Virginia within 
1 year of the date of the enactment of this act. 











FISCAL DATA 





Enactment into law of this measure will not involve the expenditure 
of any Federal funds. The cost of any necessary surveys will be 
borne by the State of West Virginia. 










DEPARTMENTAL DATA 





The Department of the Army on behalf of the Department of 
Defense interposes no objection to the bill as is evidenced by the letter 
dated May 4, 1956, from the Secretary of the Army, Wilber M. 
Brucker. This letter is set out below and made a part of this report. 
The Bureau of the Budget has advised it has no objection to the bill. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ÅRMY, 
Washington 25, D. C., May 4, 1956. 








Hon. Rıcuard B. RUSSELL, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States Senate. 

Drar Mr. CHAIRMAN: Reference is made to your request to the 
Secretary of Defense for the views of the Department of Defense 
with respect to S, 976, 84th Congress, a bill to provide for the release 
of the right, title, and interest of the United States in a certain tract or 
parcel of land conditionally granted by it to the city of Montgomery, 
W. Va. The Secretary of Defense has delegated to the Department 
of the Army the responsibility for expressing the views of the Depart- 
ment of Defense thereon. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize and direct the Secretary of the 
Army to convey, relinquish, and release to the city of Montgomery, 
W. Va., all the right, title, and interest of the United States in and to a 
aa of land comprising 8.3 acres on the left or south bank of the 

anawha River at lock and dam No. 2, Montgomery, W. Va,, which 
was conditionally conveyed to the town ‘of Montgomery by the Secre- 
tary of War by deed dated Deceber 13, 1938, pursuant to the act of 
Congress approved June 14, 1938 (52 Stat. 675). 
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The Department of the Army has considered the above-mentioned 
bill e recommends that the enclosed draft bill be considered in licu 
thereof. 

The 8.3 acres of land referred to in S. 976 were acquired by the 
United States in 3 separate parcels during the period 1882-88 at a cost 
of $1,800 for the abutment of lock and dam No. 2, Kanawha County, 
W. Va. When dam No. 2 was replaced by a new dam in the Kanawha 
River at London, W. Va., approximately 2 miles downstream, this 
land was no longer needed and when asked for a report on S. 1694, 
75th Congress, which would authorize and direct the Secretary of 
War to convey this property to the town of Montgomery, W. Va., the 
Secretary of War advised the chairman, Committee on Public Lands 
and Surveys, United States Senate, that the War Department had no 
objection to the favorable consideration of the bill provided it was 
amended so as to reserve to the United States the right to overflow 
the land whenever necessary in the interests of navigation. The bill 
was enacted as Public Law 595, 75th Congress, and contained the 
following exception, reservation, and condition which would be 
effected by the enactment of S. 976: 

“There is expressly excepted and reserved to the United States of 
America the perpetual right to flood such part of the hereinbefore 
described tract of land as may be necessary from time to time in the 
interests of navigation. 

“The tract of land authorized to be conveyed by the first section of 
this Act shall be used by the grantee for the purpose of a public park 
and recreational site and for similar and related municipal purposes. 
The conveyance of such tract of land shall contain the express condi- 
tion that if the grantee shall cease to use such tract of land for such 
purposes, or shall alienate or attempt to alienate such tract of land, 
title thereto shall revert to the United States.” 

The United States has acquired flowage easements over properties 
lying upstream from the London locks and dam to elevation 619 mean 
sea level. The normal pool of the London locks and dam project is 
elevation 614 mean sea level. As a result of the exercise of the per- 
petual right of the United States to flood such part of the 8.3 acres 
conveyed to the town of Montgomery ‘‘as may be necessary from time 
to time in the interest of navigation,” the area above normal pool 
elevation has been reduced to approximately 1.5 acres. Within the 
area lying above elevation 630 mean sea level, the town of Mont- 
gomery constructed a swimming pool and other recreational facilities 
at a cost of approximately $30,000. These improvements were financed 
through bond issues consisting of tax levy bonds and revenue bonds. 
In recent years the use of the swimming pool has been discontinued 
but other recreational facilities on the site hate been used. 

The West Virginia National Guard has a requirement for a site in 
or near Montgomery, W. Va., on which to construct a National 
Guard Armory. According to the adjutant general, State of West 
Virginia, considerable difficulty has been encountered in locating a 
suitable site available for this purpose. The adjutant general further 
reports that the recreational site could be made suitable for the con- 
struction of an armory with an expenditure within reasonable propor- 
tions for filling marsh areas and that preliminary discussions with city 
officials indicate that the city would be willing to convey the property 
to the State of West Virginia for such purposes. The State of West 
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Virginia would bé required to pay as consideration for the conveyance 
an amount equal to the dnjaid balance of the revenue bond indebted- 
ness under a bond issue in September 1942 totaling $22,000 to provide 
recreational facilities for the site. The unpaid balance is reported to 
be approximately $10,000. 

The current fair market value of the land conveyed to the town of 
Montgomery is estimated to be $4,000. The current value of the 
improvements on the land belonging to the city of Montgomery has 
not been determined. However, it is apparent that the recreational 

otential of the site envisioned at the time of its conveyance by the 

nited States in 1938 is not being realized and that action to provide 
for its more beneficial use would be appropriate. It is believed that 
this objective can be achieved by the enactment of the enclosed draft 
of bill which is offered in substitution for S. 976. Furthermore, the 
operation and maintenance of the London locks and dam will not be 
adversely affected if the right to overflow the 8.3 acres is specifically 
limited to the portion lying below elevation 619 feet, mean sea level, 
as provided in the draft of the bill. 

The enactment of this measure will not involve the expenditure of 
any Department of Defense funds. 

he Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to 
the submission of this report to replace the Department’s prior report 
to the committee on July 13, 1955. 
Sincerely yours, 
Wiser M. Brucker, 
Secretary of the Army. 


O 
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SENATE { Report 
No. 2284 


CONVEYANCE OF TRACT OF LAND IN THE VICINITY OF 
WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 


June 21, 1956.—Ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Srennis, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 3404] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 3404) to direct the Secretary of the Army or his designee to convey 
an 11.25 acre tract of land situated in the vicinity of Williamsburg, 
Va., to the State of Virginia, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon with an amendment, and recommend that the bill 
do pass. 

PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT 


The purpose of the amendment is to correct a typographical error. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to direct the Secretary of the Army or his 
designee to convey by quitclaim deed, without consideration, to the 
State of Virginia, all right, title, and interest of the United States in 
certain land in the vicinity of Williamsburg, Va., in order that the 
property may be used for training of the Virginia National Guard 
and for other military purposes. 


NECESSITY FOR LEGISLATION 


In the exercise of its constitutional power to regulate the disposal 
of Federal property, the Congress by general legislation has provided 
for maximum utilization of federally owned property and has provided 
generally and specifically for disposal of surplus property. The prin- 
cipal statute on this subject is the Federal Property aad Administra- 
tive Services Act, Public Law 152, 81st Congress, as amended. Pro- 
visions have been made for transfers of surplus Government-owned 
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property, both real and personal, to States, political subdivisions, 
and tax-supported or nonprofit institutions for health and educational 
purposes. Section 203 (k) of the Federal Property and Administrative 
Services Act, as amended, in effect authorizes these transfers without 
consideration by providing public benefit allowances of up to 100 
percent. Provisions are made for transfers, without compensation to 
the Government, of surplus realty for historic monument purposes 
(50 U. S. C. App. 1622h). States or political subdivisions are given 
a public benefit allowance of 50 percent of the fair value with respect 
to transfers of surplus realty for park and recreational use (Public 
Law 616, 80th Cong.). Statutory provisions are made for transfer 
without monetary consideration of surplus, Government-owned air- 
port property to States or political subdivisions for public airport use 
(50 U. S. C. 1622). 

No general provision of law now in effect authorizes the transfer of 
surplus Government-owned real property to States for National 
Guard purposes. Nevertheless, the Congress has by separate law 
authorized many conveyances of federally owned realty to the various 
States to be used for National Guard purposes. With rare excep- 
tions, these laws have provided that the transfers pursuant thereto 
would be subject to reservations of Federal use during national 
emergencies and were conditioned on automatic reversion in the event 
of nonuse for National Guard purposes. 

During the 83d Congress six real property conveyances were 
authorized for National Guard purposes by separate acts. During 
the current session of the 84th Congress, several such bills have 
become law and others are in various stages of enactment, 


PROPERTY TO BE CONVEYED 


Passage of the bill will result in the conveyance of 11.25 acres of 
the Armed Forces Experimental Training Activity, Camp Peary, near 
Williamsburg, Va. These 11.25 acres are a part of 9,860 acquired 
by the Department of the Navy in 1942 for the establishment of 

amp Peary. The area is located near the corner of the Camp 
adjoining State Highway Numbered 132 at a point approximately 
5 miles from Williamsburg. ‘The land is unimproved and is suitable 
for the proposed use. The Department of the Navy has agreed to 
transfer the property to the Department of the Army and the Depart- 
ment of the Army, upon passage of this bill, will authorize its use for 
the National Guard of Virginia. 


RESERVATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 


Conveyance is to be without consideration and under the condition 
that the property shall be used for National Guard or military pur- 
poses. In the event the property is not used for the purposes intended 
it will revert to the Government. Rights of ingress and egress are 
reserved as are mineral rights, including gas and oil, and the right of 
recapture during a national emergency. 


FISCAL DATA 


Enactment into law of this measure will not involve the expenditure 
of any Federal funds. The cost of any necessary surveys are to be 
borne by the State of Virginia. 
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DEPARTMENTAL DATA 


The Department of the Army on behalf of the Department of 
Defense interposes no objection to the bill as is evidenced by the 
letter dated June 15, 1956 from Secretary of the Army Wilber M. 
Brucker. This letter is set out below and made a part of this report. 
The Bureau of the Budget bas advised that it has no objection to 
the bill. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ÅRMY, 
Washington, D. C., June 15, 1956. 
Hon. Ricnarp B. Russett, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States Senate, 

Dear Mr. CuHatrman: Reference is made to your request to the 
Secretary of Defense for the views of the Department of Defense with 
respect to S. 3404, 84th Congress, a bill to direct the Secretary of the 
Army or his designee to convey an 11.25 acre tract of land situated 
in the vicinity of Williamsburg, Va., to the State of Virginia. The 
Secretary of Defense has delegated to the Department of the Army 
the responsibility for expressing the views of the Department of 
Defense thereon. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the Secretary of the Army or 
his designee to convey 11.25 acres of the Armed Forces Experimental 
Training Activity, Camp Peary, near Williamsburg, Va., to the State 
of Virginia for the training of the National Guard and Air National 
Guard, and for other military purposes, the conveyance to be without 
consideration but on condition that the property shall be used for these 
purposes and subject to certain reservations, including the reservation 
of rights of ingress and egress, and other rights-of-way required in 
connection with the use of the Armed Forces Experimental Training 
Activity, the reservation of mineral rights, including oil and gas, and 
the right of reentry and use during a national emergency. 

The Department of the Army on behalf of the Department of 
Defense interposes no objection to the above-mentioned bill. 

The 11.25 acres Seld in section 1 of the bill are a part of the 
9,860.80 acres acquired by the Department of the Navy in 1942 for 
the establishment of Camp Peary. The area is located near a corner 
of Camp Peary and adjoins the new State Highway No. 132 at a point 
approximately 5 miles from Williamsburg, Va. 

The National Guard of Virginia has a requirement for a site in the 
Williamsburg area suitable for the construction of a National Guard 
armory. The land described in S. 3404 is unimproved and is suitable 
for the proposed use. The Department of the Navy has agreed to 
transfer the property to the Department of the Army, which proposes 
to authorize its use by the National Guard of Virginia. Enactment 
of this measure provides for the conveyance of title to the land to the 
State, an action which the Department of Defense considers appro- 
priate in view of the proposed use of the site. 

It is recommended that the phrase “and the Air National Guard” 
appearing on lines 1 and 2 of page 4 be deleted. Present requirements 
do not contemplate Air National Guard use of the land. 

Enactment of this measure will not involve the expenditure of any 
Department of Defense funds. 
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This report has been coordinated within the Department of Defense 
in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 
The Bureau of the Budget advised with respect to a similar report 
on H. R. 9660, a companion bill, that there was no objection to the 
submission of that report to the Congress. 
Sincerely yours, 


Wiuser M. Brucker, 
Secretary of the Army. 


O 
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BTH CONGRESS } SENATE { Report 
2d Session No..2285 


DEVELOPMENT OF HOLDEN TROUT HATCHERY, 
AT PITTSFORD, VT. 


June 21, 1956 —Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Maanuson, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 3998] 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3998) to provide for the development of the 
Federal fish hatchery, known as the Holden Trout Hatchery, at 


Pittsford, Vt., having considered the same, report favorably thereon 
without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 

The bill (S. 3998) provides for the reconstruction of the Holden 
Trout Hatchery, at Pittsford, Vt., and authorizes the appropriation 
of $220,000 for that purpose. 

The facilities were originally built in 1909 as an experimental 
hatchery, and they are completely unable to supply the modern needs 
which include the stocking of water in all the national forests in 
Vermont and the regular waters as well. 

The program of the Fish and Wildlife Service calls for a total 
expenditure of $252,000, of which $12,000 was appropriated in 1955 
and $20,000 in 1956. It is estimated that there wound be substantial 
savings if the balance of the program totaling $220,000 could be 
completed at one time. 

The letters set out below indicate more in detail the nature of the 
proposal and the need for it. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Washington, D. C., June 11, 1956. 
Senator WARREN G. MAGNUSON, 
| Chairman, Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Dear Senator: On June 5, 1956, I introduced a bill in the Senate, 
S. 3998, to provide for the development of the Federal fish hatchery 
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known as the Holden Trout Hatchery, at Pittsford, Vt. This bill 
was presented to accomplish the rapid and efficient completion of a 
po of the Fish and Wildlife Service already underway. In a 
etter to me of March 22, 1956, the Director of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service stated: : ber tae 

“The Pittsford Fish Cultural Station is in need of a major improve- 
ment program to provide modern facilities for the rearing of large 
numbers of legal-sized trout. As a result of an engineering survey, 
it has been determined that a development program designed to 
provide the facilities for increasing the trout production should include 
the following items: 
a a a a AA A a a euwnemuacie $12, 000 
Concrete raceways, 400 feet double 8 feet wide 20, 000 
Combination building, including hatching, fish-food preparation and 

storage rooms, office, equipment storage, and shop 8&0, 000 
Concrete raceways, 16 double 8 feet by 100 feet 80, 000 
Water supply, drainage lines, 3,000 feet of 10 and 16 inches......----- 12, 000 
Residence, garage; sewage-disposal system 15, 000 
Grading, landscaping 1, 500 
Equipment (fish cultural and maintenance) 9, 000 
Engineering and contingencies 22, 500 


Total estimated cost of program... ............-...----------- 252, 000 


“Funds ($12,000) were appropriated during the fiscal year 1956 for 
item No. 1. In the President’s 1957 budget, as passed by the House 
of Representatives February 21, 1956, the amount of $20,000 was 
requested for item No. 2 (concrete raceways).”’ 

he 1957 appropriation of $20,000 is contained in the budget for 
the Interior Department which has just been approved by the Con- 

Tess. 

. While this work is technically a reconstruction of presently existing 
facilities, for all practical purposes this will be a new hatchery when 
completed. The Pittsford station was originally built in 1909 as an 
experimental hatchery. 

he very small rearing facilities were just designed for this limited 
purpose, not for the large scale rearing of fish. This hatchery is 
responsible for the stocking of water in all the national forests in the 
State and regular waters as well. Erected nearly half a century ago 
for limited experiment, these facilities are completely unable to sup- 
ply these modern needs. Quarters now used at the station were 
on the grounds when the property was acquired in 1909 and have 
been in continuous use ever since. 

There is a vastly increased need for hatchery trout stocking over 
what there was 50 years ago. Even if there wasn’t, the Holden 
Hatchery wasn’t designed to stock streams anyway. A great num- 
ber of the trout which are stocked in our streams must come from the 
Berlin Hatchery in New Hampshire, a very inequitable situation for 
the State of Vermont. 

In other words the facilities are both antiquated and insufficient 
for even the minimum standards to be expected from our modern 
present-day fish and wildlife activities. 

In addition expenditures of funds for the building of a first-class 
Federal hatchery sufficient to adequately stock Vermont waters 
would be a piece of sound economy. The Department of Interior 
states that in Vermont there were 75,207 resident and 34,335 non- 
resident fishing licenses issued in 1955 with a total outlay of money 
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in the amount of $253,487 for these licenses. This is an amount in 
1 year in excess of the total investment requested for the reconstruc- 
tion of the hatchery alone. This does not take into consideration the 
far larger sum of money spent for tackle, food and lodging, guide 
service, etc. In other words, this is a large business—an important 
segment of a rural economy. As such, quite as much as a recreation, 
it should be looked upon by our Federal Government in the light of 
maintaining a healty economy and full employment. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service has proposed a program with a total 
estimated cost of $252,000 for constructing a trout hatchery at 
Pittsford. Twelve thousand dollars was appropriated last year and 
twenty thousand dollars this year. At such a rate it would take 12 
to 15 years to complete the job. There are sound reasons of economy 
for doing the entire program at one time as a single integrated piece 
of construction. This is a more economical and businesslike method. 
The work can be done cheaper. One can obtain a far better contract 
if itis larger. Far more efficiency in construction results when every- 
thing can be done together. The Fish and Wildlife Service people 
stated that they would be unable to estimate how much of a saving 
there would be, but it would be very substantial. 

Apparently some such reasoning has motivated several recent 
hatchery appropriations. In this latest budget, $20,000 was origi- 
nally proposed for the Williams Creek Hatchery in Arizona, a sum 
exactly the same as that proposed for the Holden Hatchery. The 
Senate committee added $108,000 so that the major portion of the 
total $183,000 program could be done as one piece of construction. 
Also this year $455,000 was appropriated at one time to build a hatch- 
ery at Norfolk, Ark. As further examples the hatchery at Frankfort, 
Ky., was appropriated for so that it could be built in 3 years, the one 
at Quilcene, Wash., in 2. This is the kind of efficient lump-sum 
operation which is needed. In the end, the country and the tax- 
payers will be saved a great deal by such a procedure. 

Lyndon Johnson has joined me in urging prompt consideration of 
this measure during this session of Congress. I know that you will 
understand the great need for it in my State, the recognition of that 
need by the Fish and Wildlife Service in setting up a program for 
the reconstruction of the Holden Hatchery, the sound reasons of 
economy which dictate that such be done as a single piece of integrated 
construction not strung out in bits and pieces over 15 years, and the 
many precedents for such appropriations which indicate your recog- 
nition of the wisdom of such a course. 

Sincerely yours, 
Raupx E. Fuanpers. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Fıs anp WILDLIFE SERVICE, 
Washington 25, D. C., March 22, 1956. 
Hon. Rauen E. FLanpers, 
United States Senate, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Dear Senator Fianpers: This is in reply to your letter of March 


16 concerning the need for improvements at the Federal fish hatchery 
located at Pittsford, Vt. 
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4 HOLDEN TROUT HATCHERY, AT PITTSFORD, VT. 


The Pittsford station was originally constructed as an experimental 
hatchery and the rearing facilities were designed to hold small numbers 
of fish in each compartment. The station’s rearing facilities therefore 
are not designed for large-scale production. There is a heavy demand 
for legal-sized trout for restocking purposes in the State due to 
increased use by tourists. The Green Mountain National Forest is 
in need of additional trout to carry on a management program as 
outlined and planned by biologists. The station was established in 
1909 and the quarters that are now being used were on the grounds 
when the property was acquired. 

The Pittsford Fish Cultural Station is in need of a major improve- 
ment program to provide modern facilities for the rearing of large 
numbers of legal-sized trout. As a result of an engineering survey, 
it has been determined that a development program designed to 
provide the facilities for increasing the trout production should in- 
clude the following items: 

Residence 
Concrete raceways, 400 feet double 8 feet wide___-- ~~ eed acai: dat Acai 20, 000 
Combination building, including hatching, fish-food preparation and 

storage rooms, office, equipment storage, and shop ; 80, 000 
Concrete raceways, 16 double 8 x 100 feet 80, 000 
Water supply, drainage lines, 3,000 feet of 10 and 16 inches........._. 12, 000 
Residence, garage; sewage-disposal system 15, 000 
Grading, landscaping 1, 500 
Equipment (fish cultural and maintenance) 9, 000 
Engineering and contingencies 22, 500 


Total estimated cost of program 252, 000 


Funds ($12,000) were appropriated during the fiscal year 1956 for 
item No. 1. In the President’s 1957 budget, as passed by the House 
of Represeatatives February 21, 1956, the amount of $20,000 was 
requested for item No. 2 (concrete raceways). 

We are pleased to provide the information requested, and appreciate 
the interest that you and your constituents are showing in our 
activities in the State of Vermont. 

Sincerely yours, 
Rozert H. JOHNSON, 
Acting Director. 
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